
AP ART SUMMER WORK 2019 
Due the first day of class in August 
 

CONGRATULATIONS on your excellent decision to take AP Studio Art next year.  I think you 
will find it a challenging and rewarding experience.  We have many talented students signed 
up, and I’m excited to have such a fabulous group to work with.  Below you will find a 
summer assignment. This assignment is not optional! This is a direct reflection of your 
commitment and dedication to your art and to the class. If you show up in August without 
the work or with work that reflects a minimal amount of effort, I will take that as an 
indication that you are not prepared to do the work necessary to be successful as an AP 
student. Given the large size of the class, I will recommend that you be transferred to 
Drawing and Painting. 
 
PROCESS SKETCHBOOK / JOURNAL 
 
Get a sketchbook and use it frequently! 
 
Your sketchbook should be a fun, open outlet for all your creative urges. Get (or make) one 
that you feel comfortable using regularly. The more you sketching you do, the better you get! 
There is no specific format for each page; it will reflect your unique vision of the world and 
you as an artist. 
 
 However, there are a few things that you MUST somehow include: 

 People, places, things 
 Observational drawings 
 Non-observational drawings 
 Black and white media 
 Color media 
 Written reflections / notes / thoughts / ideas 

 
Other stuff that you may want to include: 

 Self portraits 
 Animals 
 Trees 
 Interiors 
 Hands / feet 
 Daydreams 
 Night dreams 
 Ideas 
 Experiments with different media 
 Work by other artists you find inspiring 
 Collage 
 Photos 
 Other stuff 

 
 

ART WORK     
Pick 3 from the following, size no smaller than 12”x18”. Media is up to you. 



 
 

 
Landscape:  Consider color and composition. Draw / paint from observation.  
Create depth with foreground, middle ground, background. 
 
Mechanical / industrial: Produce a compelling image based on observational studies 
of machinery, factories, industrial decay, etc. Can you find beauty in things or places 
that typically might not be considered beautiful?  
 
Self Portrait: Work from a reflection. Create an interesting composition / angle. 
Try looking at your reflection in a window at night, in unusually-shaped objects with 
reflective surfaces or experiment with different lighting environments. 

 
Interior: (linear perspective, unusual view or portal) Create depth by using linear 
perspective (1 or 2 point). Ideas: Sit on the floor, look down from a balcony or 
staircase, view the outside or another room through a portal (window/doorway). 
 
Ultra close up:  Observe & draw something extremely close up. Look for tiny details 
and changes in value, color, surface texture. Play with scale with your composition. 

 
Abstraction, or a work that exaggerates proportions: From observation, enlarge 
something, either organic or mechanical, to fill your paper. You may choose to distort 
your image. The result should become abstract or ambiguous as to what your 
original subject matter is. Consciously choose a color scheme to enhance the impact 
of the abstraction. 
 
Still Life: Set up a still life that includes something glass, something fabric with folds, 
and something that has personal significance to you. Arrange them (on a table, in your 
favorite spot, in your bedroom etc.) and then from observation draw or paint this 
still life. Pay attention to creating a strong composition.  

 


